(Reprinted from Vols. xxii. and xxiii. of tlie 1 Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society of England.') It is very interesting to see tlie methods of modern science applied to the illustration and improvement of some of the oldest of the arts. Dr. Augustus Voelcker's papers on the products of the dairy are a happy example of this. The limits to which we are restricted allow us to notice only some of the results of his practical inquiries. In limine, however, we have no hesitation in stating that each of the papers of which we have prefixed the title is deserving of being carefully read and studied, and not only by the farmer but also by the medical man; by the one for his own profit, by the other for the benefit of his patients?milk, butter, and cheese being acknowledged as three of the most important articles of food, and each being subject to adulteration, so as to injuriously affect the health, and the last mentioned (cheese) even to a poisonous degree.
In treating of milk, Dr We are glad to learn that the information, thus varied and important, contained in these papers, is merely the firstfruits of the author's researches, and that the inquiry is continued in progress in the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, of which Dr. Yoelcker has the direction. What he has already accomplished, has done much, we think, to remove the opprobrium " that hitherto," as he states, ?* scarcely anything directly bearing on daily practice has been done by scientific men;" and looking forward to his further results, wo have confidence that these will be as enlightening, and will remove the opprobrium entirely.
